3 day conference on Climate Resilience and Enwronmentally Sustainable Tech begins
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THE three-day First National
Conference on Climate Resil-
ience and Environmentally
Sustainable Technologies
(CREST) was inaugurated at
National Institute of Technol-
ogy Karnataka (NITK)
Surathkal, on Thursday. A
press release from NITK said
the event unites experts, acad-
emicians, and industry leaders
to tackle pressing sustainabili-
ty challenges. NITK-CREST

2025 is a collaborative effort led
by the Department of Chemical
Engineering with representa-
tion from six NITK depart-
ments, organised in association
with the Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB),
and financially supported by
the Anusudhan National Re-
search Foundation, Govern-
ment of India,

and other esteemed
organisations.

NITK-CREST 2025 focuses on
six key themes-Water: Sustain-
able water management and

conservation; Earth (Materi-
als): Sustainable materials and
waste management; Air: Air
quality and pollution control;
Fire (Energy): Renewable en-
ergy and sustainable technolo-
gies; Space (Climate): Climate
change and its global impact;
and Artificial Intelligence: Lev-
eraging Al for environmental
solutions-and has attracted sig-
nificant interest with approxi-
mately 225 abstract submis-
sions, featuring 12 keynote
1ectures by eminent personali-
ties, combined with technical

sessions, poster presentatmns

and invited talks from distin-
guished speakers from institu-
tions like IIT Madras, IIT Bom-

bay, IIT BHU Varanasi, DRDO

Bangalore, and CWRDM
Kozhikode over its three-day
duration.
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Dr K Balachandra Hebbar, di-
rector of ICAR-Central Planta-
tion Crops Research Institute,
in his keynote address, empha-
sised the urgency of interdisci-
plinary collaboration for cli-
mate resilience. “If we want to
address climate resilience, we
mustfirst understand its impact.
This conference is pivotal in dis-

cussing sustainable environmen-

tal solutions. In today’s context,

digitisation is a critical-simula-

tion model, remote sensing, IoT,

. and Al are essential tools, but

dataavailability remains a major
challenge, especially from the
plant side. We lack the requisite °
equipment to measure this datg_
While biologists conduct re-
search from our perspective,
quality data requires collabora-
tion with engineers from instity-
tions like NITK and IITs. We’re
seeing such partnerships grow,
but it takes time. Without collec-
tive effort, progress is difficult,
I'm pleased we already collabo-
rate with NITK and look forwarg
to deepening these ties.”
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