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Mangaluru: National Insti-
tute of Technology Karnata-
ka (NITK), Surathkal, has es-
tablished three Centres of Ex-
cellence (CoEs) in line with
the National Education Poli-
cy-2020.
The centres established
e Centre for Sustainable
Energy Engineering (CSEE),
centre for women Welfare
and Social Empowerment
(CwWSE), and Centre for
public Relations, Informa-
tion and Media Exchange (C-

¥ These CoEs have been de-
gigned to provide students
th complete Imowledge of
technical and non-technical
fields with access to the most
recent research and technp—
log¥ allowing them toremain
t the foreﬁ;ont. of their re-
i ofessions.

sPegtlx‘;e F‘.’r]l:ewly established
s will engage w(ilth tre-
inistries, industry
.leva;:-ttsmand other higher
edﬁcation institutions, said
rasad Krishna, director
additional charge), NITK,

Surathkal.

What these centres do
C-PRIME will focus on the ef-
fective use of multiple media
platforms and will serve asa
hub for information ex-
changebetweenthe institute,
its stakeholders, and the pub-
lic in general, fostering grea-
ter collaborations as well as
better transparency.
CWWSE is established to
assist women in gaining mo-
re independence and empo-
werment. By providing pro-
per resources and assistance,
the centre aims at establis-
hing a culture of inclusion
and equality in the develop-
ment of a more varied and
productive workforce. It will
also strive to empower its
members to become active
contributors to the nation’s
growth and development.
CSEE will provide resear-
cherswithauniqueavenueto
collaborateand share theirfi-
eld-specificexpertise.
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Union minister for educa:
tion, skill development, and
entrepreneurship, duringhis
visit to the NITK campus for
the 20th annual convocation
in month of October, had re-

centres of excellence

NITK team helps forest dept track jumbos

Mangaluru: Basedona
request fromthe forest
department, a team from the
Centre for System Design
(CSD), NITK Surathkal assisted
intracking elephantsinthe
subrahmanyaforestrange.
Pruthviraj U, assistant
professoratthe department of
waterresources and ocean
engineering and part of CSD,
told TOl that ‘aerial thermal
imaging' technology through
drones was used to track the
elephant. [tmay be recalled
thattwo persons were killedat
Renjilady village inanelephant
attackon February 20,
following whichan operation to
nab the tuskerwas launched.In
anoperation led by Dr Dinesh
Kumar YK, deputy conservator
of forests, Mangaluru division,
the jumbo was nabbed on
Thursday. The NITK team that
assisted in the operations for
three days included Shanker,

/ Mohith, Manish, Abhijith,and

Rakshith underthe guidance of
PruthvirajUand Gangadharap
KV, coordinator of CSD.
Pruthviraj said thatthermal
cameras candetectheat
signatures and are ideal for
tracking elusive animals. They
operate by detectinginfrared
radiationand can produce
images incomplete darkness
smoke, dust,and fog. They aré
commonly used for wildlife
monitoring. According to
Pruthviraj,academic
institutions have a social
obligation to promote
knowledge and work forthe
betterment of society. Forthe
past10years, CSD has been
working with the Forest
Departmentto encourage
sustainable forest
managementand CONS€rvatign
through combined research,
field studies and data
gathering. TNN

quested the institution to €s-
tablish a full-fledged sustai-
nable energy department in
order to transform NITK Su-

rathkal as a national leader
in energy transition withina |
decade. This led to the estab- ]
lishment of CSEE. .
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