Récord No. of PhDs
‘will be conferred at
NITK convocation

Times News NETWORK

Mangaluru: The 23rd An-
nual Convocation of the Na-
tional Institute of Technolo-
gy Karnataka (NITK), will
be held on Nov 15. A total
1,995 degrees-will be confer-
red, with 193 PhDs being
conferred, which is a record
for the institution. Mean-
while, the ceremony will re-
vert to a single event after
parents opposed the two-
part arrangements introdu-
ced two years ago. Addres-
sing the media on Tuesday,
Subhash C Yaragal, deputy
dDirector, NITK Surathkal,

said that Kamal Bali, presi-

dentand managing director,
Volvo GroupIndia, Bengalu-
ru, will be the chief guest
and will deliver the convoca-
tion address. BVR Mohan
Reddy; - founder chairman,
Cyient, Hyderabad, and cha-
irperson, board of gover-
nors, NITK Surathkal, will
preside over the ceremony.
Yaragal said that the in-
stitution willaward arecord
number of PhDs at this an-
nual convocation. A total 193
PhDs willbeawarded, inclu-
ding 136 to men and 57 to wo-
men. Among them, the me-
chanical department will
haveatotal of 30 PhDs, follo-
wed by the civil department
with 23 PhDs, with the majo-
rity of them aged between 35
‘to40 years. In'the last convo-
cation it was139.
Out of the 1,995 degrees,
935 BTech, 641 MTech, 23
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MTech (research), 66 MCA,
69MBA, 68 MSc,and193 PhD
degress will be awarded.
Among these, 283 students
will receive BTech degrees
with minor specialisation,
and 10 will be awarded
BTech (honours)degrees. In
recognition of academic ex-
cellence, 10 BTech students
and 31 postgraduate stu-
dents will receive institute
gold medals and medals
sponsored by external agen-
ciesfor securing the highest
cumulative grade point av-
erage (CGPA) in their re-
spective programmes.
Yaragal shared that the
event will be held in the new
sports complex of the insti-
tute. “We are expecting over
4,000 people to attend, which
includes candidatesand the-
ir parents. Wehad tomove to
a single convocation cere-
mony since a lot of parents
were unhappy that it was
split into two, and degrees
being awarded separately,”
he said. Yaragal said the po-
lice probe into the alleged
missing account files was
under progress, and a bre-
akthrough was expected so-
on. “The probe is under way
and we expect closure soon,”

. he said. When questioned

why the complaint had been
registered months after the
incident cametolight, he ma-
intainedthattheissue was se-
rious, and they had to inform
the ministry of education be-

' fore tal;ang any further steps

and px:ocedures
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