Round table meeting held at NITK as pre-summit
event for India-Al Impact Summit 2026

MANGALURU, DHNS

he National Institute of
I Technology Karnataka
(NITK), Surathkal, in
collaboration with Educa-
tion and Research Network
of India (ERNET. India), an
autonomous scientific society
under the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY), on Tuesday
held a round table meeting
on Artificial Intelligence for
Smart and Sustainable Agri-
culture as a pre-summit event
for the India-AI Impact Sum-
mit2026.

The meeting was attended
by experts from ERNET In-
+dia, ICAR-National Research
Centre on Pomegranate,
ICAR-Central Plantation
Crops Research Institute (CP-
CRI), Regional Station, Vittal;
University of Agricultural
Sciences, Dharwad; ICAR-
Indian Institute of Spices Re-
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search, Calicut; ICAR-Direc-
torate of Cashew Research,
Puttur; Casper AgriScience,
Bengaluru; and ITI'T Dharwad.

* NITK Director Prof B Ravi
welcomed the participants
and highlighted the institute’s
strongresearchinfrastructure.

Hestressed that Al solutions
mustberootedinreal field-lev-
elchallenges and deliver tangi-
ble benefitsto farming commu-
nities, particularly in regions
such as coastal Karnataka.

He emphasised closer en-
gagement between technol-
ogy developers and domain
institutions, including ICAR
research centres, through
joint problem identification
and collaborative research. He
also shared NITK’s plansto set
up a Research and Innovation
Park focusing on sustainable
agro-marine units.

Preeti Nath, Econom-
ic Advisor (MeitY), and
Director General, ER-
NET India, underlined the
significant contribution of ag-
riculture to India’s economy.
Shenotedthatthe pre-summit
round table aimed to identify
research gaps, India-specif-
ic constraints, and scalable
Al-drivensolutions.

She highlighted the impor-
tance of affordability, deploy-
ability, and interoperability
in low-connectivity environ-
ments, reliable field valida-
tion, and measurable welfare
outcomes for farmers.

The meeting featured pres-
entations and discussions by
agricultural scientists and
experts on domain-specific
problemstatememsthatcould
be addressed using Al-based
technologies.

Dean (Research and In-
novation) Prof K Udaya
Bhat outlined how NITK
could support multi-in-
stitutional research and
large-scale implementation
through coordinated project
management and innovation
translation.

The event was coordinat-
ed by Dr Jeny Rajan and Dr
Sourav Kanti Addya (NITK
Surathkal) and Dr Paventhan
(ERNET India).
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