NITK faculty
among global
top 50 thought
leaders
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Dr. Sreevalsa Kolathayar, Asso-
ciate Professor, Department of
Civil Engineering, National In-
stitute of Technology Karna-
taka (NITK), Surathkal, has
been featured in the globally
curated list of “50 Influential
Thought Leaders in Civil Engi- -

- neering - 2026.”
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The list was compiled by~
Jonno White of Australia and-
recognises leading internation-«
al experts in infrastructure, cli-~
mate resilience, and:
sustainability. .

A release from NITK said Dr.
Kolathayar is one of only two
Indians to be included in this
prestigious global Top 50 list,
with NITK Surathkal and IIT
Delhi being the only two Indian
institutions represented. He
has been listed under Category
4: Water, Environment and Cli-
mate Resilience,
alongside global-

perts including
Pedro J.J. Alvarez
(Rice University,
USA), Costa Sa-
maras (Carnegie
Mellon Universi-
ty and former
White House
OSTP advisor), Dipak Gyawali

(Nepal Water Conservation

Foundation), Paul Chinowsky

(University of Colorado Boul-

der), Dr. Priya Parikh (Imperial
College London), Jayantha’
Obeysekera (Florida Interna-

tional Universitv), and Arthur.
Antoine, among others.

The list recognises profes-
sionals actively shaping the fu--
ture of civil engineering across
infrastructure resilience, cli-
mate adaptation, water sys-
tems, and disaster risk reduc-
tion. Curator Jonno White
noted that civil engineering de-
cisions: fromyroads and bridges
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ywater nétworks - dirgctly im-
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pact cormmuntities worldwide.""

Expressing gratitude, Dr.
Kolathayar said, “This recogni-
tion belongs equally to my stu-
dents, research scholars, col-
leaguies, mentors, and institutions
-especially NITK - who have sup-
ported our work over the years.”
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