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NlTK observes NatmnalSmence Day with Iectures exhlhltmns

MANGALURU, DHNS

ational Institute of
NTechnology Karnataka

(NITK) observed the Na-
tional Science Daywith enthu-
siasm, inspiring young minds
through lectures, exhibitions
and interactive sessions.

The highlight of the event
was the keynote lecture de-
livered by Prof Maria Thaker,
Professor at the Centre for
Ecological Sciences, Indian

Institute of Science.

Prof Thaker posed the
thought-provoking question:
Do animals create maps to
navigate forests and savanna
landscapes?

Drawing from her exten-
sive field research in South
Africa and India, Prof Thaker
explained how scientists study
the movement of large ani-
mals, such as elephants and
other mammals, using GPS
collars, radio tracking, satellite
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dataand temperature sensors.

She highlighted how rising
temperatures influence ele-
phantmovement, with animals
travelling faster toreach water
sources. She also shared in-
sights into herteam’s ongoing
seven-year project mapping
mesocarnivoresin the Deccan
Plateau savanna to better un-
derstand predator movement
and ecosystem balance.

Aninter-school quizcompe-
tition was also held.

Students visit a science exhibition organised as part
of the National Science Day at NITK, Surathkal.
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