NITK 1n1tlates action over bacterlal contamlnatlon
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Mangaluru: Laboratory ana-
lysis by external agencies of
water samples from NITK Su-
rathkal, detected bacterial
contamination in two source-
s—a borewell and a well. The
contamination was identified
using the ‘Most Probable
Number’ testing method,

IN TWO
WATER SOURCES

which estimates bacterial
presence in water, said Prof
Pushparaj Shetty D, who over-
sees hostel operations at
NITK Surathkal.

The administration at
NITK Surathkal collected 34
water samplesin the presence
of hostel inmates and sent

The IIIStItlItIOII,
home to over

6,000 students,
reported health
issues among hostel
inmates in the

second week of Jan

themtothe College of Fisheri-
es, Mangaluru, for testing to
address concerns about water
safety. The institution, home
to over 6,000 students, repor-
ted health issues among hos-
tel residents in the second we-
ek of Jan. While food was ini-
tially suspected, the cause

‘was later linked to Water con-
.tamination.

Shetty said that to confirm
the cause of contamination
and address concerns among

, sceptical hostel inmates, the

institution enlisted an exter-
nal agency for water testing.
Samples were collected from

‘all water sources, and the re-

sultsrevealed bacterial conta-

mination (MPN) in two sour-

ces— a well and a borewell.
The other samples collected
from various sources, inclu-
ding hostels, tested negative
for contamination. Uponrece-
iving the reports, the institu-

‘tion promptly initiated che-

mical treatment to rectify the
issue, which has now been
completed. “We have also sub-
mitted reports to the health
department detailing the cor-
rective measures taken,” he
said, adding that the type of
bacteria present in the two
water sources is not mentio-
ned inthereport.
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